
BULLETIN OF THE 

AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY 

Winter 1995 Number 54-1 



Membership in the American Penstemon Society is $10.00 a year for US & Canada. 
Overseas membership is SI5.00, which includes 15 free selections from the Seed 
Exchange. US life membership is $200.00. Dues are payable in January of each year. 
Checks or money orders, in US funds only please, are payable to the American 
Penstemon Society and may be sent to: 

Ann Bartlett, Membership Secretary 
1569 South Holland Court, Lakewood CO 80232 USA 

Ekctive OffICers 
President: 

Vice President: 
Mcmbenhip Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Robins Coordinator: 
Executive Board: 

Appointive OffICers 
Director of Seed Exchange: 

Editor: 
Custodian of Slide Collection: 
Registrar of CultivarslHybrids: 

Librarian: 

Robins & Robin Directors 
1. Executive 

2. Photography 
3. Cross Country 
6. Cross Country 
7. west Coast &. Cross Country 
8. Small Penstcmons 
9. Hybrids 

10. Southwest 
11. Cross Country 
13. Directors 
16. International 
20. Cross Country 

Dale Lindgren, West Central Research Center, Route 4 
Box 46A, North Platte NE 69101 
Ramona Osburn, 1325 Wagon Trail Dr, Jacksonville OR 97530 
Ann Bartlett, 1569 South Holland Court, Lakewood CO 80232 
Steve Hoitink, 3016 East 14th Ave, Spobne WA99202 
Shirley Backman, 1335 Hoge Road, Reno NV 89503 
Rachel Snyder, 4200 Oxford Rd, Prairie Village KS 66208 
Donald Hwnphrey, 6540 Oakwood Dr., Falls Church VA 22041 
Patricia Slayton, Rt I, Box liSA, Moore ID 83255 

Dale Lindgren, West Central Research Center, Route 4 
Box 46A, North Platte NE 69101 
Jack Ferreri, 3118 Timber Lane, Verona WI 53593 
Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe NM 87505 
Dale Lindgren, West Central Research Center, Route 4 
Box 46A, North Platte NE 69101 
Elizabeth Bolender, clo Cox Arboretum, Springboro Pike, 
Dayton OH 45449 

Dale Lindgren, West Central Research Center, Route 4 
Box 46A, North Platte NE 69101 
Betty Davenport, 21624 12lst Cowt East, Sumner WA 98390 
Verla Heitman, Rt I, Box 77, Hardy NE 68943 
Frances Burrell. 561 Montana Ave, Lovell WY 82431 
Betty Davenport, 21624 121st Cowt East, Sumner WA 98390 
Ramona Osburn, 1325 Wagon Trail Dr, Jacksonville OR 97530 
Dale Lindgren, West Central Research Center, Route 4 
Box 46A, North Platte NE 69101 
Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe NM 87505 
Shirley Backman, 1335 Hoge Road, Reno NV 89503 
Shirley Backman, 1335 Hoge Road, Reno NV 89503 
Shirley Backman, 1335 Hoge Road, Reno NV 89503 
Grahame Ware, RR2 C-l Laird, Annstrong, BC VOE IBO Canada 

TheAmerican Penstemon Society is a non-profit, unincorporated plant society 
dedicated to the advancement of knowledge about penstemons, their introduction into 
cultivation, and the development of new and improved cultivars. The Bulletin of the 
American Penstemon Society is published in January and July. Bulk postage is paid in 
Denver, Colorado. 

BULLETIN OF THE 

AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY 
Volume 54 Number 1 

Features 

Outstanding Penstemons of the Southwest 
by Sally Walker 

Three Prime Spots for Penstemon Watching 
by Bob Pennington 

Changes in Penstemon Names and Cla$sification 
by Ellen Wilde 

What's Next on the Penstemon Key 

Letters from Robin Members 

Departments 

Note from the President 
Note from the Editor 
Obituaries 
Note on Cover Photos 

by Ken Lodewick 

January 1995 

3 

6 

8 

14 

16 

38 
39 
40 
41 

Cover: Front: Penstemon mensarum. Photo by Gussie Schooley. 
Back: Penstemon cyathophorus. Photo by J.F. Hennen. 



2 Bulletin of the American Penstemon Society VoL 54-1 

Outstanding Penstemons 
of the Southwest 

Sally Walker 
Southwest Native Seeds 
Tucson, AZ 

In the summer of 1954, I was being shown arOund Waterperry Horticultural 
School near Oxford, England, prior to beco~g a student there in8eptember. 
We came to the rock garden, and there was Penstemon pinifolius in bloom. I 

I 
had seen neither a rock garden nor Penstemori pinifolius before, but this was 
absolutely "it." This was where I wanted to wtrk. The rockgamen was 
designed by Valerie Finnis,During my two yelps as a student there, I was 
scarcely ever assigned to work on the rock g8lden, but it was still there for me 
to look at. I 

Ten years later, I was living in the formeJ.! ghost town of Paradise at 5,400' 
in the Chiricahua Mountains of southeast ArilOna. Paradise is at the base of 
Silver Peak, which is 7,990'. This peak is separated from the main bulk of the 
mountains. There is no trail from Paradise to Silver Peak. It isa rough hike to .. 
the ridge at 7,500' west of the peak where Peftstemon pinifolius grows. A 
billboard beside Interstate 10 in New Mexico advertises a town at the same 
elevation as Paradise as a pleasant place in which to retire. The sign reads "4 
Gentle Seasons." T~ enough, but there are five seasons here, the summer 
being divided into the dry foresummer and the rainy season which should begin 
early July. The foresummer is anything but gentle. There may be no rain for 
two months and the temperatures may soar. Itils this foresummer which must 
be the·most stressful time of the year through which P. pinifolius must survive. 
This past autumn we found it in the Black Rallge of southwestern New Mexico. 
It was growing in a more shaded area, and the plants were denser, more 
floriferous, and even more attractive. 

It is not only Penstemon pinifolius which must survive the foresummer but 
all penstemons, and they are mostly either spring bloomers or late summer 
bloomers. Penstemon albomarginatus grows in the driest habitat of any in the 
genus that I have seen. Arizona Flora by Kearney and Peebles states that it 
grows near Yucca in Mohave County, sometimes with Joshua trees (Yucca 
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brevi/olia) at elevations from 1,500'-2,500'. I hiked from one Joshua tree to the 
next until I found some. Later someone gave me a locality in a wash. The plant 
in the wash in abundance, It is semi-prostrate with grayish-green leaves, and 
flowers are pinkish-purple. Both the leaves and calyces have white margins. 

In early April, Penstemon parryi blooms around the Tucson area. From the 
base, it produces several stems which may reach three feet. The flowers are 
purple pink, and many of them together can be showy. About two weeks later, 
Penstemon superbus blooms. It has dark pink to cardinal red flowers and is 
found between 2,000' and 6,000'. It is far less common that P. parryi and 
sometimes hybridized with it, but it is very distinct with large glaucous leaves. 

Penstemon serrulatus flowers from March to May. It is a small desert plant 
with glaucous leaves, and the red corollas are very slender. Penstemon thurberi 
grows from 2,000' to 4,500'. It is uncommon and produces blue-purple flowers 
in March and may flower again in August. Penstemon fendleri flowers in April. 
It has purple flowers and grows from 4,500' to 7,000'. Penstemon dasyphyllus 
grows at similar elevations to P. superbus but further south. It is almost 
invisible in the grass until it blooms. It generally has one brilliant blue flower 
per stem. 

The summer rainy season produces yet another wildflower display 
beginning in July, and this is what distinguishes southern Arizona from the rest 
of the country, where there is only one flowering season. The rainy season (or 
monsoon) is profound in Mexico and shapes the nature of the county. Where it 
also occurs in Arizona and New Mexico, many of the flowers are of Mexican 
origin, including some penstemons. 

Many Penstemon flower in late summer above 5,000'. Penstemon 
pseudospectabilis is probably the most common. It is easily identified by its 
wavy connate-perfoliate leaves and pink flowers. It is closely related to the 
endangered Penstemon clutei, which grows further north at Sunset Crater. 

Penstemon barbatus is orange-red and has a strongly bilabiate corolla. The 
leaves vary somewhat from one locality to another. In areas where it overlaps 
with Penstemon barbatus, Penstemon bridgesii can appear similar, but it has 
more numerous stems. 

In the mountains of Santa Cruz County, Penstemon stenophyllus grows, 
but it is uncommon since it is largely a Mexican plant. It is similar to P. 
dasyphyllus, but it may have more and larger flowers per stem. I would like to 
be able to compare them side by side, but this is impossible, since they flower in 
different seasons. P. stenophyllus is glabrous, but P. dasyphyllus is cinereous 
throughout. 

Penstemon discolor grows in the crevices of granitic rocks at 7,000' in the 
Santa Catalina Mountains. It is on the 1983 list of plants being reviewed for 
listing as an endangered species, but it has since been found in three other 
mountain ranges. I don't believe it is endangered. It is a very small subshrub 
with white or lavender flowers with purple markings. 
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But it wouldn't be fair to single out just the penstemons of southern 
Arizona and disregard the rest of the southwest, because there are outstanding 
penstemons in all directions from here ... and at not too great a distance. To the 
north, there are the dwarves that would grace any rock garden, including P. 
oliganthus. P. thompsoniae. and the high altitude forms of P. virgatus ssp. 
virgatus (deaver;); for the color red, P. utahensis. To the east are Penslemon 
cardinalis and P. neomexicanus in New Mexico and a very special favorite of 
mine in southwest Texas, the glandular red-flowered Penstemon 
bacchari/olius. To the south in Chihuahua; Mexico, are P. wislizen;;, which we 
were amazed to find so far north and which has two beautiful forms, and 
Penstemon campanulatus ssp. chihuahensis. 

To the west in the coast range of southern California are some truly 
spectacular penstemons. Two of these are big plants with perfoliate leaves and 
large flowers in profusion -- blue P. spectabilis and the carmine pink P. 
clevelandii. Their beauty cannot be praised highly enough. Both are restricted 
to extreme southern California, where one is common but the other (P. 
cleveland;;) is rarely seen but well worth finding. The third, P.heterophyllus, 
is a small plant with numerous large blue flowers. It is much more widespread. 
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Three Prime Spots 
for Penstelllon Watching 

Bob Pennington 
Plants of the Southwest 
Santa Fe, NM 

One of the best things about our nursery business is that we go out into the wild 
places every summer to collect seeds. I suppose over the years we hav:e been 
able to introduce a few particularly nice selections into the wildflower trade, but 
it is the going and being there that is the real· reward. For thetast ten years or 
so, the Great 8asin has been the.prime focus of our seed safaris. Without being 
too technical, we have ch:osen to accept the general definition of the Great 
Basin by its floristic province rather than the more strict hydrographic 
definition. Simply put, the Great Basin floristic province extends from the crest 
of the Siena Nevadas, eastward to include almost all of Nevada, Utah, and 
southwest and south central Wyoming, and the part of Arizona known as the 
"strip" or "Mormon strip." The unifying factors of the vast area of the interior 
West is. a general lack of rainfall, high pH soils, relatively high elevation, and 
large areas of landscape dominated by Artemisia and Atrip/ex. 

Within the Great Basin are great numbers of other plants besides the sages 
and saltbushes. It is the palette of other plant materials which brings us back 
year after year. Very high in numbers are the Penstemon, and in fact it is the 
genus Penstemon that principally accounts for our yearly pilgrimages. The 
other factor drawing us into the Great Basin is the scenery and solitude it 
affords us after a spring and early summer, with its hectic business. 

What I will do -- and I would encourage other members of our Society to 
do as well -- is to mention some of the best locations for seeing the subjects of 
our addiction (penstemania) in their natural settings. If I were asked to limit my 
list of spots to my top three, they would probably be the "Ancient Bristlecone 
Forest" in the White Mountains of California, Steens Mountain in Oregon, and 
the Angel Lake Road outside of Wells, Nevada. 

The roads to the bristlecones leads us past Penstemon scapoides, a narrow 
endemic. Along that same road, you'll see Penstemonjloridus (please don't 
collect it here), and at high elevations large numbers of Penstemon heterodoxus 
and P. speciosus ssp. kennedyi. I mention not collecting P. jloridus along this 
stretch of road because there are so few specimens here, and such a vast amount 
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not very far away -- along Nevada Highway 266 west of Lida. Even if there 
were no penstemons in the B.ristlecone Forest, it should still be an area worthy 
of seeing, both because of its scenic splendor and because of the many beautiful 
plants it holds. Principally. of course, there are ,the bristlecone pines 
themselves, with many specitnens in the 4,500~5,OOO year range. What trees 
must put up with over that span of years and what the years do to a tree are just 
mind-boggling. In addition to the pines and penstemons, the Eriogonum are to 
die for, and some of the Astragalus and lupines are equally fascinating. The 
prime time for flowers would seem to be late Jqne through early August. 

Steens Mountain is a dramatic piece of Great Basin geology, with a steady 
but not too steep rise on the western side and 81ll abrupt falloff to the east. It is, 
I suppose, the stunning scenery that makes steens as fascinating as it is but the 
plant material is stunning, too. Again it is the plethora of genera that make the 
day, but . Steens also contains.a particularly ~cular subspecies of a great 
species: The high country of Steens Mountain i~ one of the few places to 
encounter Penstemon davidson;; var. praeterit4s. Huge glacial valleys, volcanic 
cliffs, dramatic views of the Alvord Desert, and a homey little bed and breakfast 
in Frenchglen, Oregon all contribute to the glo~ of a Steens excursion. 

My third pick is the Angel Lake Road, outside of Wells, Nevada. Starting 
on the basin floor, amid saltbush, sagebrush, aIld Indian rice grass, the road 
climbs over a twelve-mile distance to the subal,ine zone at Angel Lake. The 
exposure along most of the road is either south,*rn or southeastern, with fairly 
steep slopes predominating. I really don't know how many species or varieties 
of penstemons occur here, as I never seem to mtdbut one or two in bloom in 
any single trip, but I would guess that at least s~x and maybe as many as twelve 
different types may exist here. Besides the Pen~emon. Physaria, Phlox, and 
Ceanothus,lllIllll' other genera abound. The coxnbination of exposures and 
elevational variID:lces makes this twelve-mile sttetch of road a botanical 
wonderland. 

Ther~ are so many JDore places in this great country, where the scenery and 
the plant life combine to make any number of short excursions or long safaris 
worthwhile. In future· issues of our Bulletin, I would like to share more of my 
favorite spots and -- selfishly - I hope that other readers will share some of 
theirs, too. 
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Changes in Penstemon 
Names an.dClassifi~ation 

Ellen Wilde 
Santa Fe, NM 

Recently my botany ment9r, Dr. Roger Peterson, caJ1ed my attention to a new 
edition of A Synonymized Checklist 01 the Vasculap.Flora oltheUnited Stales. 
Canada and Greenland by John T. Kartesz, published by Timbet Press last 
year, which showed many recent changes inpenstemon listings. 1 think it's 
important that we keep up with these changes, but •• as a· gardener .... 1 will still 
have P. hlrsutus 'Pygmaeus' in my gardeD. 

P. tlCtUdis var. yampaensis 
(Penl.) Neese 
P. tIt:JJl'egtItIIs Pennell 

P. tdpinlls Torr. 
P. tdpinlls ssp. brandegei 
(Porter) Penl. 

P. tlllfbipus ssp. laevissimus Keck 

P. angusti/olius ssp. cautlatus 
(HeUer) Keck 

P. angusti/olius ssp. venosu Keck 

P. lII'kansanus var. pubescens 
Pennell 
P. atttmlUltus ssp. milittuis 
(Greene) Keck 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

P. yampaensis Penl. 
P. rydbergiivar. aggrega~ (Pennell) 
N.Holmgren 
P. glober var. alpinus (Torr.) Gray 

P. glaber var. brandegei{Porter) 
Freenian .. 

P. ambiguus var.iaeviaslmus (Keck) 
N. Holmgren 

P. angustjfolius var. caudatus (Hener) 
Rydb. 
P. angusti/olius var. venosus (Keck) 
N. Holmgren 

P. paIlidus Small 

P. attenuatus var. militaris (Greene) 
Cronq. 
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P.atttmlUltusssp.~ 
(Pennell) Keck ~ 

P. atttmlUltus 
SSp. paeIItIoprocerus Rydb. ~ 

P. IIUStrtllis anade6 Crosswhite ~ 

P. IHIrhtus var. to"eyi (Benth) Gray ~ 
P. IHIrhtus var. trichander Gray ~ 

P. brandegei (porter) Porter ex Rydb. ~ 

P. brniseptIlus Pennell ~ 

P'b~iGray ~ 

P. brittolJiorum Pennell ~ 

P. caapltosus ssp. tlesertipicti 
(A. Nels.) Keck ~ 

P. cuspitosus ssp. perbrevis Pennell ~ 

P. caapitosus var. s"lfrllticosus 
Gray ~ 

P. cinet'eus Piper ~ 

P. cleblU'llei M. E. Jones ~ 

P. cobua var. plUpllreus ~ 

P. colortldoell6is A. Nels. ~ 

P. confertus ssp. procerus 
(Dougl. ex Graham) D. V. Clark ~ 

P. co_/enus var. procerus 
(Dougl. ex Graham) Coville ~ 

P. confusus ssp. patens 
(M. E. Jones) Keck ~ 

P conge:rtus (M. E. Jones) Pennell ~ 

P. crandtlllii var. Iltratus 
(Keck)N. Holmgren ~ 

P. crtuUklllii var. tllOsell6is (Keck) 
Nisbet and R. C. Jackson ~ 

P. cytllUllltltus ssp. compactus Keck ~ 

P. cyananthus ssp. ltmgijlorus 
Pennell ~ 

P. attenuatus var. palustris (Pennell) 
Cronq. 

P. attenuatus var. pseudoprocerus 
(Rydb.) Cronq. 
P. australis ssp. laxijlorus (Pennell) 
Bennett 
P. b4rbatus ssp. torrey; (Benth.) Keck 
P. barbatus ssp. trichander (Gray) Keck 
P. glaber var. brandegei (porter) 
F~ • 
P. pallidus Small 
P. roatrijlorus Kellogg 
P. ccmescens (Britt.) Britt. 

P. caespitosus var. desertipicti (A Nels.) 
N. Hblmgren 
P. cOespitosus var. perbrevis (pennell) 
N. Hblmgren 

P. tu$harensis N. Holmgren 
P. hrnni!is· 
P. eriantherus var. cleburnei (M. E. 
Jone$)Dom 
Penstemon cobaea Nutt. 
P. Iirlarioides ssp. coloradoensis 
(A. Nels.) Keck 

P. procerus var. procerus· 

P. procerus var. procerus· 

P. patens (M. E. Jones) N. Holmgren 
P. pachyphyllus var. congestus 
(M. E. Jones) N. Holmgren 

P. crtlndallli ssp. atratus Keck 

P. crtlndal/ii ssp. taosensis (Keck) 
Kartecz and Gandhi 
P. compactus (Keck) Crosswhite 

P. long;jlorus (Pennell) S. L. Clark 
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P. cytIIUIIIthus ssp. subglaber P. IuuItilis V1II'. b,evijolius Gray c::!> P. humilis ssp. brevifolius (Gray) Keck 
(Gray) Pennell c:> P. cyananthus var. subglaber (Gray) P. hlllllilis var. obtusifolius 

N. Holmgren (pennell) Reveal c:> P. humilis ssp. obtusifolius (pennell) 
P. tltlvidsollii ssp. menziesii Keck c:> P. davidson;; var. menzies;; (Keck) Keck 

Cronq. P. jllllUSii ssp. brevictllas Keck c:> P. breviculus (Keck) Nisbet and 
P. tltlvidsonii var. ellipticlls R. C. Jackson 
(Coult. and Fisher) Boivin c:> P. el/ipticus Coult. and Fisher P. jllllUSii ssp. ophitlllthus 

P. tlefIStII.f Sip. hetertllUler (Pennell) Keck c:> P. ophianthus Pennell 
(Torr. and Gray) Pennell and Keck c:> P. deustus var. pedicel/oms M E. Jones P. kecldi Clokey c:> P. leiophyl/us var. keckii (Clokey) 
P. tlefIStII.f. lip. sudtms (M. E. Jones) N. Holmgren 
Pennell and Keck c:> P. sudans M E. Jones P. Iaetus var. roez/ii (Regel) Jepson c:> P. laetus ssp. roezlii (Regel) Keck 
P. deustiu ssp. variabilis (Suksdort) P. Iaetus val'. sagitttltrls 
Pennell and Keck c:> P. deustus var. l'ariabilis (Suksdort) (Keck) McMinn c:> P. laetus ssp. sagittatus Keck 

Cronq. P. liIevigtltrls ISp. ,."vio"",. 
P. duchll8nensis (N. Holmgren) Neese c:> P. dolius var. duchesnensis N. Holmgren (Pennell) Bennett c:> P. al/uviorum Pennell 
P. etltollii var. ruuIosus M. E. Jones c:> P. eaton;; ssp. undosus (M. E. Jones) P.liIevigtltrlsssp.c~osus 

Keck (Small) Bennett c:> P. calycosus Small 
P. jIori_ ssp. austinii (Eastw.) Keck c:> P. floridus var. austin;; (Eastw.) P. liIevigtltrls ssp. digitalis 

N. Holmgren (Nutt ex Simms) Bennett c:> P. digitalis Nutt. ex Simms 
P. .frtmcisci-pennellii Crossw. c:> P. leiophyl/us var. [rancisci-pennellii P. ltIevigtltrls var. angu1atus Bennett c:> P. digitalis Nutt. ex Simms 

(Crossw.) N. Holmgren P. liIevigtltrls var. deamii 
P. fruticosus ssp. scouteri (Lindl.) (pennell) Bennett c:> P. deamii Pennell 
Pennell and Keck c:> P. fruticosus var. scouleri (Lind!.) Cronq. P. lanceo1atus auct. non Benth. c:> P. ramosus Crosswhite 
P. jruticosus ssp. se"tItrIs Keck c:> P. fruticosus var. serratus (Keck) Cronq. P. ltuicijolius var. exilifolius 
P. gairdneri ssp. h;ans (Piper) Keck c:> P. gairdneri var. gairdneri* (A. Nels.) Payson c:> P. laricifolius ssp. exilifolius (A. Nels.) 
P. gairdneri ssp. oreganus Keck 
(Gray)Keck c:> P. gairdneri var. oreganus Gray P. lIIxijlorus Pennell c:> P. australis ssp. /axiflorus (Pennell) 
P. gairdneri var. hians Piper c:> P. gairdneri var. gairdneri* Bennett 
P. garrettii Pennell c:> P. scariosus var. garrettii (Pennell) P. lentus ssp. albijlorus Keck c:> P. Lentus var. albiflorus (Keck) 

N. Holmgren RefVeal 
P. gltuuluJosus ssp. chellllaensis Keck c:> P. glandulosus var. chelanensis (Keck) P. linario;des ssp. taosensis Keck c:> P. crandal/ii ssp. taosensis (Keck) 

Cronq. Kartesz and Gandhi 
P. grtu:il.is ssp. wisconsinensis P. linllrioides var. sile,,; Gray c:> P. linarioides ssp. sileri (Gray) Keck 
(Pennell) Pennell c:> P. gracilis var. wisconsinensis (Pennell) P. linarioides var. viridis Keck c:> P. linarioides ssp. silttri (Gray) Keck 

Fassett P. maguirei Crosswhite c:> P. arenarius Greene 
P. gtUU/IIlupensis var. ernstii P. moffattii ssp. ItUlI'cusii Keck c:> P. marcusii (Keck) N. Holmgren 
(pennell) Cory c:> P. guadalupensis Heller P. montanus ssp. idahoensis 
P. heum Small c:> P. triflorus ssp. integrifolius Pennell Pennell and Keck c:> P. montanus var. idahoensis (Pennell and 
P. hll8perius M E. Peck c:> P. rydberg;; var. rydbergii* Keck) Cronq. 
P. heterophyUu.s var. australis P. mucrontltrls N. Holmgren c:> P. pachyphyl/us var. mucronatus 
Munz and Johnson c:> P. heterophyllus ssp. australis (Munz (N. Holmgren) Neese 

and Johnson) Keck P. nitidus ssp. polyphyllu.s Pennell c:> P. nitidus var. polyphyllus (Pennell) 
P. hmutus var. minimus Bennett c:> P. hirsutus (L.) Willd. Cronq. 
P. hirsutus var. pygmaeus Bennett c:> P. hirsutus (L.) Willd. P. nyeensis Crosswhite c:> P. kingii S. Wats. 
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P. oreochtl1'i.t Greene ~ P. rydbergii Vat. oreocharis (Greene) 
N.Holmgren 

p. 01NItIIII var.pinetonun Piper ~ P. wilcoxii Rydb. 
P. ptldayplt.yllus IIp. congestJ18 
(M. E. Jones) Keek ~ P. pachyphyllus Vat. congestus (M. E. 

Jones) N. Holmgren 
P. pallidus lIP. tll'lumstlllllS 
(Pennell) Bennett ~ P. arkansanus Pennell 
P. ptdmeri lIP. eglMtlalosllS Keck ~ P. palmeri Vat. eglandulosus (Keck) 

N. Holmgren 
P. fHI'VI'''''' (Gray) Krautter ~ P. azureus ssp. azureus,· 
P. ptIIricus N. Holmgren ~ P. leonardii Vat. patricus (N. Holmgren) 

Neese 
P. paacijlorllll auct. non Greene ~ P. ramo8U8 Crosswhite 
P. procerllS ISP. IlberrtlllS 
(M. E. Jones) Keck ~ P. procerus Vat. aberrans (M. E. Jones) 

A. Nels. 
P. procerllS ssp. brachytlllthllS 
(pennell) Keck ~ P. procerus Vat. brachyanthus (Pennell) 

Cronq. 
P. procerllS ssp. formosllS 
(A Nels.) Keck ~ P. procerus vat.fonnosus (A. Nels.) 

Cronq. 
P. procerllll ssp. modestus 
(Greene) Keck ~ P. procerus Vat. modestus (Greene) 

N. Holmgren 
P. pubeni.lentus Rydb. ~ P. gairdneri Vat. gairdneri· 
P. puJclt.ellus Lindl. 9 P. campanuiams (Cav.) Willd. 
P. ratttmii var. minor Gray ~ P. anguineus Eastw. 
P. richardsonii ssp. curtijlorllll Keck ~ P. richardson;; Vat. curtiflorus (Keck) 

Cronq. 
P. richtll'dso";; ssp. denttItUs Keck ~ P. richardsonii Vat. dentatus (Keck) 

Cronq. 
P. rydbergii ssp. tllflP'egtItUs 
(Pennell) Keck ~ P. rydbergii Vat. aggregams (Pennell) 

N. Holmgren 
P. rydberg;.; var. vtII'itI1IS 
(A. Nels.) Cronq. Q P. rydbergii Vat. rydbergit~· 

P. speciosllS ssp. kennedyi 
(A. Nels.) Keck Q P. specioS'Us Doug}. ex Lindl. 
P. speciosllS ssp. lemIt.iensis Keck Q P. lemhiensis (Keck) Keck and Cronq. 
P. strictus ssp. tIIIpstus Pennell Q P. strictus Benth. 
P. strictus ssp. strictlformis 
(Rydb.) Keck Q P. stricttfonnis Rydb. 
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P. suffrutesctmS Rydb. ~ 
P. tlt.ompsonitle var. desperfitllS Neese-Q 
P. tlt.urberi val'. anestitu 
Reveal and BeaUey Q 

P. trijlonIs var., integrifolillS 
(pennell) Cory Q 

P. virgtItUs ssp. tll'iz.onicllS 
(Gray) Keck Q 

P. virgtItUs ssp. ass gray; 
(Crossw.)Dom Q 

P. virgtItUs ssp. pseutloputus Crossw. Q 

P. virgtItUs ssp. putus 
(A. Nels.) Crossw. Q 

P. watso";; ssp. laxus, (A. Nels.) Keck Q 

P. wisconsinensis Pennell Q 

• No authority cited 

P. crandallii ssp. crandalIii· 
P. thompsoniae ssp. thompsoniae· 

P. thurberi Torr. 

P. triflorus ssp. integrifolius Pennell 

P. deaveri Crosswhite 

P. unilateralis Rydb. 
P. p,reudoputus (Crossw.) N. Holmgren 

P. putus A. Nels. 
P. 1tlXU8 A. Nels. 
P. gracilis Vat. wisconsinensis (Pennell) 
Fas$ett 
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What's Next on thePenstemon Key? 

Ken Lodewick 
Eugene, OR 

For twenty-five years, the members of the Society have been receiving 
occasional publications on Penstemon identification. First there was the 
Penstemon Field Identifier, in eight sections with one later supplement. Then 
came five sections of the Key to Genus Penstemon. The sixth, final section, 
which you get this year, includes (finally!) an Introduction. There is also a key 
to the Key, so you know what section to look in. 

You will find that the Introduction explains a lot about how to recognize a 
Penstemon, and how to use the Key. Also about how we can to do it, and why 
the first section, especially, needs some revising (I was learning as I went 
along: Robin). 

The reasons for making the Identifier and the Key are: 
1. we needed them for our own use, when people asked us to identify 

species. 
2. to avoid some of the horror stories we heard about mis-identification. 

Not just "the seed was labeled Penstemon hal/ii, but of course it came 
up P. digitalis," but the ones about expert botanists. 

The problem is, most species are described in local or regional manuals. When 
one eastern botanist collected in the West and then checked the plants at home, 
he keyed out a Colorado alpine as Penstemon hirsutus, which grows east of the 
Mississippi! We found a nursery in the southwest selling seedlings as P. 
speciosus, which we did not believe. We took a plant home to bloom it, but 
then a professor I met in Texas sent me a flower stalk from a plant bought at 
the nursery. We told him it was Penstemon heterophyllus. He wrote back, no, 
he had finally keyed it out as Penstemon cusick;;. So we said to try a California 
manual, not a Great Basin one. Of course, P. heterophyllus grows only in 
California. 

So a Key to the whole genus should help. What comes next on the Key? 
We plan to assemble the six sections into one volume, including some additions 
and revisions. The book will be available to APS members at cost (just as extra 
copies of the sections are now), but it will be sold to botanists, libraries, 
herbariums, and probably the general public at about twice that. 
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Years ago, the Society paid for publishing our work, but we decided to do 
the publishing ourselves, with the APS just providing postage. Back then there 
were about 250 members where there are 475 today, which begins to be too 
much. 

Do not expect the book Key to be offered for sevenil years. Tell us if you 
have suggestions to make it easier to use. And, yes, we intend to include a 
glossary. 

A Note on Some Recent Penstemon Articles 

The word "Penstelllon" is being published mof¢ often. More people seem to 
know it is a flower! Several articles have come!out this year. In the October 
issue of American Horticulturist, Bob Nold ha. a nice article on using 
Penstemon for dry-weather gardening (he live&! in Colorado). In the next issue, 
the same magazine had a long letter from Don/Humphrey (of Virginia) about 
more Penstemon species, as well as an article qn "Cottage Gardens" by a non
APS member, which included penstemons. Sunset Magazine has photos or 
mention of penstemons in gardens in almost ~ry issue. Here in Oregon, the 
Native Plant Society will publish a Key to Oregon Penstemons by Robin 
Lodewick in the next issue of their annual, Kalrniopsis. 

1 
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Letters from Robin Members 

Shirley Backman, Reno NV 
#13 Directors 

Jun2,1994 
The pents are probably at their peak, and I am trying to identify several. One 
has a P. rubicundus flower except for the anthers. Some of the stem leaves are 
connate and others aren't fused. The color is a gorgeous rosy Pink. and I'll have 
time to ponder this once I get this robin off. The stem leaves didn't have teeth, 
but the basal leaves did when 1 discovered them. Then there's one that insists 
on keying out to P. /aetus ssp. roezlii. It has purple buds and somehow doesn't 
look like our looal. But in contrast to last year when 1 was raving about all the 
flowers growing, there has been a terrible drought this year and the flowers 
have been poor. 

We have had some late rains this month, and 1 hope that will rejuvenate 
some of the higher elevations. Thea Unzner is coming from Germany to visit -
to my house in September-- and 1 hope there'll be something left for her to see. 
There are always the redwoods. Barrie Porteous was down for a meeting, and 
he had to visit mostly gardens to see anything good. 

Ramona -- When I looked at the picture on the Summer 1993 Bulletin, 1 
thought P. eriantherus at first, but the staminode isn't right and the plant isn't 
hairy. I think: Ralph Bennett thought thatthe lips of the Anularius or Coerulei 
were more or less equal, but quite often they aren't. 

Dale -- I've been talking to Vince Tepedino from the Department of 
Agriculture "bee lab" in Logan, Utah. He was studying pollination in P. 
haydenii. He found that it was pollinated by Osmia cyaneonitens (a bee that I'll 
have to find out more about), and that the plant cannot reproduce by 
outcrossing. He was studying it because there was a question of whether 
spraying (I think: for grasshoppers) was killing off the pollinators, resulting in a 
decline in plants, particularly the endangered ones. 
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Grahame Ware, Armstrong BC 
#13 Directors 

Jul1994 
We had a curious winter up here in Okanagan. Whereas the seemingly benign 
aspects of its mildness were lauded by all, many rock: gardeners from this area 
were in a rather gloomy state of mind come May. So many plantS that had 
previously bounced through some pretty rauC()us Jans and Febs were but mush 
this May. The reason? A January thaw that w~ quite protracted (2 weeks!) 
followed by wet snow and then very cold, icy temps. 

Chaenactis a/pina, Gilia pinnatifida, Cal,:eo/aria!alklandica, and others ' 
just couldn't take it. A nice solid freeze-up antl deep domiancy will do Wonders 
for overwintering, plants. Many of my plants ip pots were victimized, especially 
Cotoneaster and Viburnum. They were plung¥- to their rims in coarse sand and 
in rough cedar beds, but still they succumbed.! Viburnum' Anne Russell', proved 
the hardiest of the lot! Penstemons in pots that didn't do too well includedP. 
venustus, P. havardii, P. pjnifolius, P. centra"thi/o/ius. and P. eaton;;; All of 
those that had been planted out in late sprin~ly summer in the gtounddid 
fine. In fact, P. havardii is a handsome perential type of pent that Teally works 
well in a mixed border, especially with Japan.se Blood Grass (Imperata 
cylindrica) as a companion. The light cherry-fed color isn't tobbrash. The P. 
caryi was very showy and lasted a long periext of tithe thisyem-. Every year 
there are plants that do better or worse, and itjusually has a lotto do with the; 
combination of temperature, moisture, and lidht, not tomentioM:he preceding 
winter, fall, and summer. I 

Of course, all Lewisia did well this year i~ the open garden, but Lewisia 
brachycalyx from some Sally Walker seed wa5 outStanding! 

Penstemon nitidus and P. a/bertinus had protracted flowering peridds' 
because of our lovely, even-temperatured spri,g; P. gormanii failed to 11.ower 
probably because it didn't get cold enough thi~ past winter. P; thompsoniae, P. 
grahamii, andP. uinttflhensis are all growing"n well but don't look like they'll 
flower this year. I 

1 have been very impressed with some of the Saskatoon hybrids 1 gtew 
from the APS Seed Exchange; The Exchange ~so listed the'cultivars P; 
'Longo' and P. 'Royalty', but! could find nothing in the 1992 publication 
dedicated to describing named cultivars. I now have several plants_Does 
anyone know what their lineage is? I'd love to know. 
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Ramona Osburn, Jacksonville OR 
#13 Directors 

Oct 17,1994 
Autumn must be here. It is cooler, there have been a couple of frosts, and the 
garden seems ready for its winter sleep. We hOpe 94.;95 will be a better rainfall 
season. The one just ended on August 31 had the lowest rainfall since records 
have been kept in .83 years. I lost a lot of p~ts to the drought, even some of the 
Dianthus, which I thought were drought tolerant. A number of plants which 
survived didn't bloom, apparently saving their strength for better times. Among 
the Penstemon I lost were P. haJ/ii, P. ar;dus, and, alas, P. haydenii, which had 
been clinging to life for several years without doing anything. But we all keep 
trying. 

Shirley -- It certainly was nice to see you this summer, even if I didn't have 
much to show you. Sorry to have missed meeting Thea Unmer, but I'm glad 
she has some interesting things to do in the Bay area. I haven't tried very hard 
to grow'Penstemon speciosus but would really like to bloom P. speciosus ssp. 
kennedyi. The first time I saw it on the road to Hamilton, Nevada, I fell in love 
with it and was quite excited to find so many plants growing around Frog Lake, 
Squaw Mountain, and other places around Lake Tahoe.· I may try my two small 
plants in a trough. 

Grahame - Probably the best news from.our terrible summer drought is 
that plants in the crevice garden which JosefHalda built for me following the 
winter study weekend survived better than those elsewhere in the garden. 
Penstemon davidson;; var. praeteriws is coming along well in a tight crevice. 
The little row of cutting-grown plants didn't bloom this year, but they're 
putting on new growth and look happy so far. I wish I coUld say the same for 
the seedling Eriogonum caespilosum plants, also from Steens Mountain. All 
but one dried up. I think I still have a few seeds stashed away somewhere. 
Perhaps they are still viable. 

Frances -- I hope I can get back to the Big Horns again. Since I seem to be 
a year older every year, it may not happen. I remember that delightful spot 
along Highway 14A (or is it alternate 14?) where Pensteman cary; and P. 
glaber grow together. My P. cary; is still flourishiJlg, but P. glaber became 
unhappy with the drought. There used to be a large plant of the hairy-leaved 
form of Penstemon montanus along the road to Medicine Wheel, but the last 
time I was there it had disappeared ... or I just missed seeing it. 
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Ellen -- It's wonderful you're going to England next year. Rock garden 
plants are at their best in England in April and May, and in Scotland on into 
June, but there is so much to see that almost anytime is good. Penstemon 
nitidus must be quite a variable species if that's the plant I have. Probably the 
other one I got in the Seed Exchange must have been something else. The 
leaves were wider thanPenstemon angustijolifls and even grayer, but the 
flowers were small and deep blue. I'm still trying to sort out my various 
Penstemon. Every time the Lodewicks come they rename some of mine. Gee 
whiz, you have done such a great job with the! Seed Exchange that I'U be sorry 
to see you give it up. 

Dale - The Jepson Manual- Higher Plants o/California is an update of 
Jepson's Manual o/the Flowering Plants o/California, first published in 1925. 
I have both and woUldn't be without either, thiough I've been so busy that I 
haven't fully explored the update. It's publish~ by the University of California 
Press. 

Frances Burrell, Lovell WY 
#13 Directors 

Oct 27, 1994 
In my last letter in January, I noted that I was iplanting pent seeds. They did 
very well. This was an excellent summer for 8arden pents. What those were in 
the hills and mountains I cannot say ... with ~essl Pimstemon kunth;; didn't 
bloom (and I didn't expect it to), but its ClumIts .. 'were vigorous. I expect it to 
winter-kill, even though the seven plants will ~ heavily mUlched. 

One unknown pent has been a joy for sev4ral years, as it is such a lovely 
cherry pink and never stops flOWering. Even al\er the last few nights of heavy 
frosts, it looks perky. This year I did not cut back the earliest seed stalks, but 
the pods have never ripened -- from JUly to th~ end of Octoberl What gives? 

Dal~ -- Happiness.to read about the reseakh still going on at North Platte. 
I grew the Blowout Penstemon (Penstemon hdydenit) for only three years in 
two very different locations. But, strangely, I 4ever noticed an "overpowering 
fragrance." It did well for its brief tenure, but it was.8D oddity that I didn't care 
to try again and felt that the scarce seeds should go to a more professional 
person. 

Ellen -- Am interested to learn that you scatter the seed outdoors, for it 
worked well fot me in the past, especially on my brother's barren hillside-
barren except for cactus and sagebrush. It was a lot offun when my now
deceased sister-in-law woUld telephone to say,;"Anoiher one is blooming. Come 
up and see." Those seeds from around here, central WyomiJlg, and Montana 
did well, but never did one germinate from the wetter Jackson Hole area. 
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Ellen ,wilde, Santa Fe NM 
##13 Dh'ecton 

Nov 11994 
Welcome, Grahamel It's great to have you joining us. It still surprises me that 
you grow P. havardii and P. centranthifolius. I did not expect them to be hardy. 
I think Shirley made up the name for 'Lougo' because it was a long-blooming 
hybrid that didn't have a name. Is that corteet, Shirley? I once said "name good 
plants yourself if you don't have a name because a name is easier to track down 
than a number." 

One of our nurserymen down here was telling me about Penstemon 'Prairie 
Dusk' that is very long-blooming for him. I wonder if they could be the same. 
Lynnj;l Woods sent the seed for one that she found very satisfactory, but she 
didn't have a name for it, so I arbitrarily called it 'Royalty.' There you have the 
origin of those names. 

You said your P. cary; was so good. I had several plants of it bloom in my 
shrub and penstemon border and did not care for them because they were a 
large head of flowers on a tall thin stem. But last year I moved one plant to my 
rock garden, where it qune up quite compact and was a nice plant. What is 
your experience with it? 

We had an extremely dry winter, an unusually wet spring, the hottest 
summer ever in Santa Fe, a very late monsoon season, and a beautiful fall! The 
cottonwood trees are a glorious mass of yellow, and it seems there are more 
shrubs that ,have r~ fall color appearing' allthe·time. My neighbor has two 
Japanese maples and two barberries that are still vivid the first of November. 

The penstemons were gorgeous in May and June, but I had to cut them all 
back~g the very dry summer, so seed production is very limited. I hope 
others.had Qetter weather than I did. I had some beautiful hybrids from a friend 
in Albuquerque that were a garden cross between P. spectabilis and P. palmeri. 
Most had flowers all around the stem and were rose pink shades. Shirley, isn't 
that what P. jloridus is supposed to be? The description fits, although I don't 
remember if the buds had a yellow tint. 

Our Santa Fe Botanical Garden is really getting off the ground. We are 
now affiliated with the Santa Fe Community College. They have given us free 
office space and are talking about giving us a piece of land to get started on. 
One of the first gardens we will do will feature penstemons, since we have so 
many nurserymen who raise them here involved in the garden. We are getting 
together ,a pretty good library and will start subscriptions to the best garden 
magazineS to entice a lot of volunteers so we can keep it open all the time 
without having to pay people. We need the money to buy fencing and build a 
greenhouse I 
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Shirley -- I had one plant of P. immanifestus come from a few seeds I 
scattered out on a really poor soil area in front of some Rhus trilobata that are 
just getting started. It is slow growing, but so have been my Penstemon 
pachyphyl/us. They look like they will bloom next year, which will be their 
fourth. 

Jack -- The plant of Penstemon caespitosus I have has bluer, narrower 
leaves than P. caespitosus 'Claude Barr' and it seems hardier. It has never had 
die-back. My Penstemon pinifolius 'Mersea Yellow' survived its first winter 
here even though it was mostly snowless. But it didn't go below OOF either! 

Frances -- I feel so pleased when seed comes up that I have just put out on 
top of some coarse sand in the garden. They always tum out to be really sturdy 
plants compared to ones that are raised inside and then transplanted out. It 
makes me very happy that the birds scatter a lot of seed from wildlings around, 
too. There were few wildflowers here when I came thirteen years ago, but now 
quite a few of my neighbors are finding wildflowers they never saw before and 
coming to ask about them, since the birds took the seed from my wildflowers. 

Verla Heitman, Hardy NE 
##13 Directors 

Dec 11994 
We had a very good year weather-wise. Nebraska had lots of stormy weather, 
especially wind and hail, but we escaped most of it and our crops were the best 
we have had in all of our years offarming. My husband is semi-retired as of 
1995, so this was wonderful for him. Our son will be farming our farmland. 

It was also a good year in the garden. I had to do quite a lot of watering, 
but we do have water!! The pents bloomed nicely and I enjoyed working in my 
flower beds. Basically, I redid most of them, SO I had lots offun. In early June, 
our local greenhouse has a big sale to get everything sold. You can buy all the 
plants you can put into a flat box (like pop or beer comes in) - regardless of the 
price of the plant -- for $5.00. What fun that was! 

I was very unhappy with the pent seed germination this year. I will have to 
try something different next year. I did. transplant some of the following to my 
border: Penstemon clutei, P. 'Mesa', P. grandiflorus, P. strictus 'Bandera', and 
P. cobaea 'Longo'. I planted them all on mounds with sand, gravel, compost, 
and soil mixed in. It seems to me -- at least in my own garden -- that pents of 
the P. digitalis and P. strictus types do best. 

Have any of you used the clumping kind of kitty litter to dry specimens of 
Penstemon bloom? I tried it on later-blooming summer Dianthus and Gladiolus 
blooms and it worked. Fine Gardening (Feb 1994) explains the idea. 
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Dale Lindgren, North Platte NE 
##13 Directors 

Jan 10. 1995 
Robin 9 (Hybridization & Selection) is somewhat in transition at this time. We 
really don't have such a robin, but we're in the process of trying to modify it to 
be entitled 'Hybrids.' Members of Robin 9 had dropped out except for the 
Lodewicks and myself, so we decided to terminate it. But there's been interest 
from several members concerning the identification, history, distribution, and 
geographical use of hybrids. So we will try to reorganize itwith a change in 
content to coincide with member interests. 

If you know anyone who bas a strong interest and ability to be the APS 
Seed Exchange Director, please let me know. The donations to the Exchange 
were down this year. Here at North Platte, borers were much more common this 
last year in Penstemon plants than what I have seen in the past. Stems are 
weaken¢ by the borers and then break off after flowering. I have had several 
people tell me that the drought in the west reduced the amount of Penstemon 
seed available to the APS Seed Exchange. 

Jack - I was interested to hear that the hybrids 'Evelyn' and 'Garnet' did 
not overwinter for you. I have two or three plants of 'Mersea Yellow', so I hope 
they overwinter and I can see them flower. 

Frances -- We only irrigate our Penstemon plants during establishment. 
Otherwise we let nature take its COUf5e. 

One final request: I recently received a note from member Eric Horton of 
England. He asked if we could help him find a p~t namedAureolariajlava. 
Does anyone have information and a source for this plant? 

Jack Ferreri, Verona WI 
##14 Cross Country 

May 25,1994 
Although it's been a cool spring -- and on the dry side -- the Midwest is 
blooming. I look out my window at my Penstemon cardwellii 'Roseus' with its 
bubblegum-pink flowers on a 3" high plant about 2' across. P. cyaneus and P. 
'ex Coaldale' are filled with buds and ready to bloom. P. virens has been 
biooming well for a couple of weeks. A little Arenaria saxosorum is covered in 
white blooms. 

The last five or six days have brought us about a half inch of rain, and that 
has turbo-cbarged most of my garden. P. hirsutus ssp. minimus is doing nicely, 
on flowering stalks about 8" high. P. subse"atus is also in flower, in small blue 
and purple blooms 18" high. P. virgatus ssp. asa-grayi (unilateralis) with long 
narrow leaves (to 3") and a flowering stalk about 2 feet high. Most of the 
flowers are on the outside of the stalk -- the part facing away from the clump. 
Good-sized blooms, with pinkish color touch with blue at the tips, 
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P. albertinus bas bluer flowers IS" high, but they're smaller. Just finishing 
up is P. procerus ssp. tolmiei 'Alba', a selection from Mt. Tahoma Nursery 
with small nice white flowers -- 6-8". Also from Mt. Tahoma, P. confertus 
(dwarf form) blooms at 10" in a nice good yellow. It's earlier than the pure 
species. which looks like a week from flower. P.jruticosus 'White Pass' has a 
good-sized very white bloom about 1" long. Penstemon rupicola 'Myrtle 
Hebert' (a young plant) -- a nice rich red with ~ry narrow blooms. P. 
tusharensis (from Harvey Wrightman's nurseryiin Canada) is quite dwarf (3-
4") in medium blue-purple flowers. : 

P. wrightii from Texas and Arizona surviv<?d the winter here but may be 
too young to bloom. P. rydbergii is a nice little clusterhead with mixed blue
purple blossoms at 8". I have three plants of Aq,.,ilegia barneby; and they're 

I 

quite interesting. Blooms are alx;Iut 24" up, in puple and yellow segments 
(spurs are purplellavender, petals pale yellow). ~c~ of the plants (from 
Kelaidis seed) has different coloration. One lac~ almost all the purple and 
looks like a dwarf, bleached chrysantha. . 

I have a Y!ID: serrate form of P. richardson~i. No signs of buds yet. P. '~ 
Cliff' has Y!ID: blue flowers on a 12" stem. P. rrlenziesii 'Broken Top' has put 
out a few flowers -- purplish -- on a low stalk uf from the mat. 

I mix my own potting mix up on the basement floor with a snow shovel. 
Works quite well. I use small plastic pots -- 2 1(2 or 3". Once seedlings get to a 
reasonable size (1" or so, depending on speciesl, I tend to put them right into 
my garden. I've had much better luck doing thi~ than by constant potting on 
and constant worrying. I put 'em out when I lmpw I'm not going to have any 
storms for a while. I keep my yellow seedling l~ls in the seedlings as a visual 
reminder for watering. Once they're established., I put in a regular label. 

For regular labels, I use clear laser printer ~ddreSs labels -- produced by my 
word processor (NOT a databa~ -- I'm not that organized!). I mount these on 
some thick, clear plastic I had made up at a loctu plastic shop -- about 1 x 3" or 
so. I also had them drill a hole in the center botltom. I attach the pressure
sensitive mailing label,spray with varnish or sJjtellac (dries in 112 hour), and fix 
the label in the soil or sand with a 3" galvani~ nail. The system works well -
as long as you're not overweight and careless (I plead occasionally guilty) and 
step on a label. . 
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Dab Preitauer, Gothenburg NE 
#14 Cross Country 

Jun6,1994 
My penstemons are in full bloom. I don't have too many but they are beautiful. 
My son-in-law, daughter, and I drove to Ainsworth the Sunday before 
Memorial Day and the penstemons in the wild were beautiful. 

This has not been a good year for me as on Feb. 24th we lost our oldest 
daughter's husband, then on Feb. 25th I lost my husband, Stanley. Since then 
my youngest daughter has lost enough eyesight so she can't drive. Then in May 
our oldest grandson lost his left ring finger. Do hope things settle down soon. 

The strawberries are starting to ripen now. We are so dry we have to water 
every day. Oh yes, on April 1 we were hit by a wet snowstorm and lost our 
electricity for 18 days. Had to purchase a generator so I would have water for 
the cattle and heat in the house. 

Ramona Osburn, Jacksonville OR 
#14 Cross Country 

Jul7,1994 
Now our temperatures are in the upper 90's, with no rain. Even with watering, 
many plants are drying up. Well anyway I'm finding out which plants are 
relatively drought resistant. In addition, living in the woods as we do, there is 
constant danger of fire. We have been trying to reduce the fire load by thinning 
out the shrubs so there is space between them. 

The crevice garden Josef Halda created for me is the only part of the 
garden that looks as though it has been there forever. He has an unerring eye 
for rock placement which provides for a diversity few people can match. I have 
been trying to do a little building, with no luck whatsoever. The longish ones 
are not too hard to deal with, but the large lumpy ones are utterly intractable, 
besides being difficult to move around. The crevice garden withstands the 
drought better than the rest of the rock garden. Penstemon davidsonii var. 
praeteritus from Steens Mountain is strung out in a rock crevice as small rooted 
cuttings, and I hope it will be happy there as it is not too easy. I agree that lots 
of sharp grit is a necessity for penstemons and many plants with similar 
requirements. 

We stopped at Mt. Tahoma Nursery following the study weekend. I bought 
a P. !ruticosus 'White Pass' which hasn't bloomed yet, and a P. rupicola 
'Myrtle Hebert' which, judging from its bloom, has some P. newberryi mixed 
in with the P. rupicola. My P. tusharensis hasn't bloomed yet, but I did get 
bloom from P. thompsoniae, which has delightful silver-gray rosettes and a 
lighter purple bloom than the one native to eastern Nevada (seed from Sally 
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Walker). P. richardsonii is usually one of the last penstemons to bloom for me, 
but it's starting early this year, perhaps because of our extreme heat and 
dryness. Our temperature hit 100 degrees this afternoon and we've had nine 
years of below normal rain out of the last ten. The pump man thinks we may 
need to get a storage tank as the water level continues to go down. I have been 
so careful with watering lately that I tuive lost some plants. 

We had the Eugene NARGS visiting our gardenslocally:on April 30. My 
Lewisia garden was at its best - all those special- ted forms from Ian Christie, 
and one blended apricot, orange, peach and yellow. It glowedl 

Clifford Lewis, Seattle W A 
#14 Cross Country 

Aug 6, 1994 
A few weeks ago I fell over in the garden, and, although 1 didn't break any 
bones, I was badly bruised all down the left sidelfrom hip to toes. I've been to 
the doctor to seek some advice for persistent sw,lling and pain. I'm feeling 
much brighter now. ' 

Picked up a new penstemon (new to me, ~ is) P. 'Zuri blau' (blue of 
Zurich) -- total height with flowers about 5" -- ~uite pretty. Have plenty of 
pents I.have raised from seed (mostly the one thIlt is the favorite bedder in 
Buchardt Gardens). Since I have run out of spade I'm putting five plants in a 
10" pot. 

Thelma Chatfield, Seattle W A 
#14 Cross Country 

Aug 23,1994 
Last time around it was spring and I was compUlining about rain, and now it is 
summer and no end of sunshine, much to every+tte's delight. Since July 4, no 
rain, just one flurry, and dry ·again. Hard to keep plants in pots moist enough. 

I have a neighbor boy helping me in the garden several times a week now. 
On a low rock wall we encountered a creeping pent called 'Martha Raye'. It 
was doing so well in its sheltered spot. In the fremt we are taking out all the 
Rubus calycinoides which was smothering everything. One plant, P. 'Pink 
Rock' stood 6" on top of a mass of Rubus and was thriving. When I cut it all 
out I realized it was probably living on the decayed leaves of the Rubus - no 
soil. Talk about the will to livel 
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Grahame Ware, Armstrong BC 
#14 Cross Country 

Summer-Fall, 1994 
Been a scorcher here in the Okanagan this past summer. The fires in the 
Wenatchees and closer to home in the Penticton highlands made for a rather 
depressing sequence. Hot and hazy, yes, and somewhat more humid than is the 
norm. Felt like bloody Toronto! 

We finally had a storm. At the head of a huge lake we stood and watched 
the monster come right at us. Lightning was touching down on the mountains 
and we could see trees become instantly orange with combustion and 
incandescence and all that good stuff. The next day they were still smoldering 
and were visited by helicopters with water buckets. The earth was fresh again 
and the air was clear. We had a lovely view of the Monashee Range. 

The next morning was heaven-sent. While drifting along the northern 
shores of Mabel Lake I came across what I determined was a Penstemon 
pruinosus reveling in the rich grit of the high shore! Somewhat disjunct, 
wouldn't you say? 

My garden and those of my many clients and friends had many delights to 
report .. I was very impressed with P. havardii in my garden this year. I have 
two plants and they are three years old. They really showed themselves to 
fullest advantage. Their demure red and long flowering period more than 
rewarded me for their prominent position and the space that was afforded them. 
Three foot, multi-stemmed plants such as these even arouse jealousy in the 
Perennial Plant Assoc./Hardy Plant Society Crowd. It would have made all of 
you NARGS/ APS people proud. Put those upstarts in their place I'll tell ya'. All 
kidding aside, it's a wonderful perennial-type Penstemon. 

Penstemon caryi was scintillating this year! Stayed in flower for four 
weeks. P. globosus flowered for the second year but that's not the story. It 
finally achieved enough mass to be appreciated as a foliage plant! Can anyone 
tout me on a better foliage pent? I've started a whole bunch off and have about 
20 good plants. P. gormanii from the Yukon failed to flower but did increase in 
size. P grahamii did the same. 

P. thompsoniae flowered and oh what a treasure this plant be! I got but two 
plants and they both made it through a very strange winter. Seed was from 
Rocky Mountain Rare Plants. One of them is now in my trough. It is a better 
purple than P. purpusii as far as I am concerned. The other plant is in the UBC 
Botanical Garden. Donated, naturally! 

I have grown some really good plants this year: P. clutei, P. pachyphyllus 
var. congestus, P. palmeri, P. havardii, P. pinifolius 'Tangerine Select', P. 
'Ermine Elf, P. 'Rosey Halo' (these last two my selection of crosses between P. 
cardwellii and P. rupicola), P. 'Mesa', P. 'Royalty', P. payettensis, and at least 
twenty others. 
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I'm thinking of bringing a bunch of my plants to the Winter Study 
Weekend in Tacoma but it's such a bad time of year for plants, isn't it? I have a 
lot of Eriogonum species that people on the "Wet Coast" seem to dote on. The 
reaction seems to be, "Yes, very nice, but they'll never do here!" I'm thinking, 
"Ever hear of a trough?" Ditto for some of my Gilia species. 

I am readying for winter in my usual low-tech fashion -- plunge beds and 
plastic tents with PVC arches. I'm also experimenting with 4'x 8' Coraplast 
sheets in a tent fashion for some plants that look like they would dislike winter 
wet. Many of the Halda plants from Lesotho will be double and/or triple potted 
and plunged in the bed with the water-bed heater on the bottom. Give the old 
kick-start in the spring! 

Coarse sand is used in abundance this time of year and worked into the soil 
as I plant things out. It also works nicely in the bottom of 8' x 6' beds that have 
either 6'x 6' or 2"x 12" bases for all of my pots. Drainage is half the battle 
when dealing with the winter and rain and freezing and, yes, thawing! 

Windbreaks are very important as well to prevent drying out. 50/50 fencing 
is the best in terms of boards or snow fencing. I'm not big on Paraweb or any of 
those plastic products. But, hey, when it's winter and the wind is ahowlin' and 
yer freezin' (so badly that you can't pronounce You 'refreezing), even bales of 
alfalfa look good if they're working. 

Jack -- You probably have P. richardsonii var. richardsonii. It is very 
serrated and gets very purple/red in the winter. Should have flowers more in the 
bright pink zone rather than the usual wine-red color. 

Barrie Porteous, Richmond Hill ONT 
#14 Cross Country 

Dec 26,1994 
We hadjust a terrible winter last year with record cold over an extended period 
of time. Fortunately, there were no losses in thepenstemon department but 
many other things bit the dust, including about 20% of my 1,000 heathers! This 
year, we have had a strange winter with very little cold and no snow to speak 
of. I have just come back from a little wander around the garden, and I think 
that it is time to get out there and dig over a new patch for all the goodies that 
will be coming this spring. My poor neighbor will also be approached as I want 
to dig up about a quarter of his lot to put in a bunch of azaleas and rhodos. 
Aren't you glad I don't live next to you? 

Next year we are off to Europe in April to attend an alpine plant 
conference in Holland. In late June, I am leading a botanical expedition to 
northern California, southern Oregon, and western Nevada. The ORGS had 
Ron Ratko out to speak to us in December and he focused on Steens Mountain. 
I hope to get up there in June if the snow is gone. 
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Ramona -- 1,000 plants are no problem if you have someone to delegate the 
work to. My job is to get them organized and to clear all the shipments through 
customs. 

Harvey Wrightman has some excellent pents and I was going to place an 
order with him. He also has quite a bit of stuff grown from Halda's seed. His 
address, for those who might be interested, is Wrightman Alpines, RR 3, . 
Kerwood, Ontario, Canada, NOM 2BO. 

I too have been struggling away with Eriogonum with some success, but we 
get as much or more rain at the cottage as they do on the "wet coast". Pure sand 
seems to be the answer, although I am sure that it doesn't get nearly hot 
enough. 

Ellen Wilde, Santa Fe NM 
#3 Cross Country 

May 15,1994 
Penstemon murrayanus has made a nice comeback after a poor showing last 
year. It has ten flowering stems although the buds are still small. It is a great 
surprise because most reports say: it does not live beyond two years, but this one 
is in its fourth year. 

A trip to Alamogordo, New Mexico to see P. alamosensis turned into an 
expedition to Tucson, Phoenix, Joshua Tree National Monument, and Los 
Angeles. I didn't see very many P. alamosensis. but it is a beautiful species. 
The leaves are blue green and thin, not succulent, and have wavy edges. The 
flowers are a lovely coral-red and the stems are usually one foot to twenty 
inches. It is only found in that small area of NM but has been propagated and 
available in NM nurseries for several years. I have never had luck growing it, 
but I'm still trying. 

A few miles east of Texas Canyon on the way to Tucson there were several 
plants of Penstemon superbus in full bloom and really eye-catching in the 
median ofl-l0. There was some variation in color, too. I had to stop and try to 
take some pictures, even though the wind was blowing about 60 miles an hour. 
In Tucson I found a few P. parryi in the Saguaro Monument East but they were 
about finished. I was horrified to read a few days ago that a wildfire had swept 
through a large portion of the monument. Sometimes that brings on an even 
better display of flowers the next year. I hope to be able to che.ck it out, but it 
will be sad to see the remains of those Saguaros that are a couple hundred years 
old. 

Late in the day I went up the Catalina Highway to Molino Basin and the p. 
pseudospectabi/is were just lovely with Artemisia ludoviciana growing in with 
them. The next day I visited the Desert Museum, Tucson Botanical Garden, 
Tohono Chul, and the Boyce Thompson AItoretum, all of which had nice floral 
displays. Tohono Chul was the best with lots of P. superbus. P. parryi. and P. 
eatonii beautifully displayed in beds of massed wildflowers. Rancho Santa Ana 
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was the best of the gardens I saw in California with quite a few penstemons. 
They are working on Clarkia and Heuchera now and had some marvelous 
displays of them. Saw some nice hybrid penstemons at the Los Angeles County 
AItoretum, but no signs to identify them. Late April is a glorious time to travel 
the warmer parts of the Southwest. 

Sep 1,1994 
After a very moist spring, we had a very hot and dry summer so, while I had a 
grand display ofpenstemons in May and June, Iihad to cut them all back to 
save them during the drought so will have hardlY any seed. Hybrids of P. 
palmeri and P. spectabilis that Jean Hetlin had Jiven me were especially lovely 
with quite a bit of variation between the charact~stics of the two. The colors 
were beautiful pale pinks and blues and the flo. were all around the stem on 
most of them. The P. grandtjlorus that I brought from the Nebraska Station 
meeting several years ago are still doing well. I }lave had more hybrids show up 
that I am not sure of the origin of. They havesopre btirbatus characteristics and 
a wide variation in color from flesh peach to ~purple and fuchsia 
combination of the common Fuchsia plant. . 

The last couple of days have been spent putflng out some plants that have 
been in the garage under lights since I got back ~m lhe APS meeting. I have 
also been dividing many clumps of penstemons,! hOping to inerease some 
favorites that I have only one or a few of. I am dutting them in my vegetable 
garden (which doesn't produce very good veget$bles"but doeS get watered more 
often) for a month and then will move them to Dmnanent locations the end of 
September. I put a little Rootone on them and atsowill give them some root 
stimulator solution once a week. 

My pictures still do not come out true coloribut I learned from Dee 
Strickler that it is best to send slides and pictures to Kodak to get true color, so 
I will do that from now on. j. 

It was a wonderf'Ql APS meeting in Laramie. ,Even though the countryside 
was dry, the high country and the gardens werelbeautiful·anawe had a really 
nice group attending. Everything was superbly ,lanned and coordinated ·and 
speakers were excellent. 
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Ken Lodewick, Eugene OR 
#3 Cross COdntry 

Jun 91994 
Plant your penstemons in well-drained ground, preferably sandy. Penstemons 
do not like fertilizer, that is, they like it so much they grow themselves to death. 
They do better if starved, grown in a gravel pile, or otherwise mistreated. Some 
do not like water in the summer, at least from the top. Check the area they 
come from in botanical descriptions to find out if they grow in moist areas. 

It is easy to make specimens as you travel if you have a plant press. 
Just pop them into the press and when you get back, mount them on specimen 
sheets. 

There is only one type specimen for a species, the one the botanist writes 
the species description from. There are isotypes, which the same botanist says 
are identical to the type, and which are then sent to other herbaria, sort of as 
insurance against the type being lost somehow. 

Sep 241994 
Most penstemons lose their shape somewhat when dried, especially if dried 
slowly. Penstemons can lose up to 1/4th their size. Worst thing about this 
feature, you never know in descriptions if fresh or dried flowers were measured. 
I try to remember to trace the outline of a fresh flower or mark length and 
width on a line before pressing. 

Pauline Olthof, Calgary ALB 
#3 Cross Country 

Jun 14,1994 
It RAINS here cats, dogs, gerbils, etc., but Alberta is tlterefore GREEN instead 
of straw colored. The garden has produced and is producing: Gentiana acaulis 
with a total of nearly fifty flowers, ROYAL bluer Papaver rhaeticum (sic: 
according to the label) seed grew into poppies with much brighter color than 
the originals, and then, 10 and behold, a few more seedlings came back in the 
original pale yellow. 

Penstemon barbatus, P. pinifolius, P. strictus, and P. /ruticosus are all 
doing well in the rain in lovely humusy, sandy soil. 

[pauline included some gorgeous color snapshots and said she gets true 
blue color by closing down her lens one full stop.] 
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Nell Backus, Albuquerque NM 
#3 Cross Country 

Jun4,1994 
Finally I have my own penstemons in bloom in my own patio. P. 
pseudospectabilis has been beautiful for at least three weeks. It is almost past 
now, but it survived a great hailstorm about two weeks ago. Marble-sized 
hailstones piled up an inch deep. Temperaturewds right back to the eighties 
'next day. It's exciting to live in the Sandia Foo~l1s. P.jamesii bloomed next. 
Then I Saw P. james;; ssp. ophianthus up Juan Tdbo Canyon. Now in my patio 
P. strictus, P. rostriflorus, P. cardinalis, and P. wlmeri are blooming. I found 
P. secundiflorus on Black Mesa and in the Man2:$no Mountains recently, too. 
Having them in my patio gives me the opportunitbr to dissect them and I enjoy 
that. P. palmeri and P. rostriflorus contain sweetisticky nectar. The others 
seemed dry. Dark blue anthers with white rims aid white hairs on the blue are 
quite surprising in P. strlctus; ; 

I got a range of anther shapes in this selecti~. I'm not too sure about 
descriptions yet, but explanate, anthers opening ttom tlte outer end and boat 
shaped seem to be present. With a dissecting n~e, I slit the corolla from the 
base to the corner of the sinus on both sides. The/staminode and two upper 
stamens will lie on the inside of the upper half add the two lower stamens will 
lie on the lower half. With a lOx handlens you qm see somuch.0bserviug the 
shining living tissue is fascinating. The nectar o~P. rostriflorus was so sticky, I 
thought of using it to seal the envelope as I sent the robin on its way. 

1 

Verla Heitman, Hardy NE 
#3 Cross Country 

Jul2S, 1994 
The flower borders have \>cen really nice. Most of them were redone so nothing 
is crowded or taken over. I lost some pents againlbut what survived bloomed 
nicely. The old stand-bys are.p. 'Husker Red', P.! strictus, andP. digitalis. I 
was very disappointed that none of the seeds of R. 4Prairie Splendor' 
germinated. Perhaps I will be able to get some pijmts next year at the Spring 
Affair in Lincoln. 

31 



Nov, 1994 
We have had a most wonderful fall. My husband says this is the best crop of 
com he bas had in 43 years of farming. I am so thankful he bad such a good 
year 'going out'. Next year our son will take over the farm. I planted P. clutei. 
P. grandiflorus, P. 'Mesa', P. ~ra', and P. 'Longo' on a mOund enriched 
with sand, gravel, compost, and oyster shells. They look great. In Septem~ we 
took a trip to Colorado and visited the Kelaidis garden, Denver Botanic 
Garden, and Vail Alpine Garden. They were all looking beautiful thanks to 
some late rains. Vail is such a lovely resort area and the Betty Ford Alpine 
Garden a dream place. 

Chris Hamill, Baldwin City KS 
#3 Cross Country 

Aug 14, 1994 /. . . 
It's Kansas in August! Pent seedlings of P. serrulalus. P. canescens, ell,! ,7"/'5 
P. lubaeflorus, P. neomexicanus. P. cobaea. P. grandiflorus. P. attenualus. P. 
barbalus, and P. calycosus are heartening as they persist in the heat and 
humidity. A lone P. ambiguus survives in its sand and gravel filled pot. Verla's 
mention of bloom in late July makes me envious. Pents have given up the stage 
to Rudbeckia. Veronica. Salvia. and the occasional wild primrose. 

About saving seed: it seems leaving the seed capsules until they are dry 
ensures the most viability. The variety of colors in maturing caps could be seen 
as the alternative to bloom. Penstemon digitalis and other species often have a 
blushy overtone from pink to burgundy. I stratify seed by overwintering in the 
garage atop damp sand. They sometimes sprout there. The resulting tiny plants 
are easily scooped up into flats. 

Nov 22,1994 
Last August I visited the Savannah Preserve at Bennett Spring State Park in 
central Missouri. Penstemon lubaeflorus. P. digitalis. and P. calycosus are 
found there with burr and blackjack oak, which is also found around Baldwin 
City. In AugustAureolaria rules. It is another genus in Scrophulariaceae. 

Dale Lindgren took cuttings of my P. whippleanus, so we may yet see it in 
nurseries. 
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Anne Spiegel, Wappingen Falls NY 
#8 SDlallPeastemon 

Late summer, 1994 
This bas been an incredibly busy summer starting with several weeks in Utah 
and Colorado. The ~n out there was quite.ly this year and last year w~ 
we went it was quite late, so places we 1aadn't ~ able to botaDize due to ten 
feet of snow were already going over. ;Whenl ~d ~,exploits of some of the 
early plantsmen like Worth '"': who o~f1;.ied tn hoReback to get up the 
mountain -- it's a wonder they saw as much as~ did when often they were 
able to visit an area only once. i 

In Utah, Penstemon humilis bad pretty muqh finished its bloom - we found 
a few plants with some bloom left but not even .... P to make a picture 
worthwhile. Penstemon cyanonthus was in alJ:.i~ glorr"however. What a 
magnificent blue this is -- it aimostleaps out at,.u as YQU are c.imbing. It was 
at its best in the Albion Basin at Alta. We also ~ a10t of Penstemon 
whippleonus here. but not the usual dark color. \Ibis one was a lavender,quite 
different from anything I'd seen before, and it'~d.efini~y lavender, not just an 
off-version of the white form (which certainly i$1't ",lUte to me, more of a 
dingy ivory when I've seen it) . . 

Another pent we saw last year was p." leondtt4ii) a nice blue, and this one 
was not in bloom this year either. Furth~ uptk+ Albion Basin above the lake 
we started seeing a dwarf version, I thi., oiP. 'fYO"onthus. and this would be 
a wonclerful addition to a rock garden - the ~. wonderful bl~. very 
floriferous, and only about 6" hiP. The onlyiPri>b1em.,about seeing these things 
in bloom is that there's no opportunity to collect $*l.: There.~some 
wonderful plants in the Uintas, but my favorite Was n~ ape~n for a 
change. -- it was Eriogonum umbellalum ssp. pc)rtffri. T)lis WItS so tight it was 
hard to believe it was an umbellalum. The bloorits·~ little·baI1s of yellow 
sitting ript on the plant, and the foliage was vc:$y tight and flat on the ground. 
I would love to add this ito my EriogOffum coll~on. 

We drove to Colorado andev~ Olli~ way,was incredibly dry and 
pretty well crisped over. We did findJil"iogolfU"fshockley; in:seed in the hiP 
desert (about 5,600' according to my new toy. ajpoCket altimeterJoe gave me 
last Christmas). This made flat pools of silver iJ.1.between cl\$ps: of sagebrush, 
and I was able to get enoup seed for the exc~ and some tfor. myself. It was 
terribly hot -- I can't imagine livingin that kiru\ of heat -- it had to be at least 
100 degrees. 
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In Colorado they had had an early season and everything was very dry. 
Penstemon hallii, my favorite, had pretty much gone over, but the Penstemon 
whippleanus was superb. We got as high as 13,600' and saw quite a bit of the 
penstemon look-alike, Chionophilajamesii. I wonder if anyone has tried this-
it's very appealing in a quiet sort of way. I was also able to get seeds of 
Oxytropis podocarpa. The flowers are nice, almost magenta, but the pods are 
wonderful -- furry and quite red when the seed is ready. 

The Fabaceae is the other family which vies with thepenstemons for my 
affections. But in our sJnnmer humidity, it's really difficult to keep seedlings 
going. When I've been able to get plants past the seedling stage they've done 
fine in the garden, but they and the seedling Eriogonum seem extremely 
susceptible to our "muggs". This year we had a strange combination of heat, 
drought, and humidity. It didn't rain, but just walking across the garden was 
enough to make you sticky. 

The penstemons in the garden did very well this spring, although deer kept 
pruning Penstemon thompsoniae. I'm growing it in hot, full sun, dry as 
possible conditions. Penstemon teucrioides seems to be a "stayer" in the garden 
along with the other caespitose pents, but P. tusharensis is having more 
difficulty. It's alive but not doing great. I did manage to harvest a little seed 
from my P. teucrioides -- with five healthy plants which bloomed like crazy 

. you'd think there would be a lot of seed. Not so. We probably went to Utah 
when most of it ripened so there was only enough to send to a correspondent in 
the Czech Republic who has been longing for this plant. 

I'd like to be able to clone myself so that one of me can go to the 
mountains and photograph plants in bloom, and the other will stay home, water 
seedlings, and check plants every day for seeds. My younger son waters the 
seedlings when we are away with very mixed results; either we come home to 
plants that have dried to wisps or we find pots sitting in water with the plants 
rotted. This year he did pretty well considering the terrible weather while we 
were away. 

My favorite Penstemon in the garden this year (and almost every year) was 
P. barrettiae 'Gina'. I don't know who Gina was but she must have been a 
knockout to have this plant named for her. The color is pretty spectacular, a 
deep hot red-pink, and the contrast with the shiny leaves is wonderful. I have 
only one plant, and I live in fear that something will happen to it. It looks ratty 
early in the spring, but it gets pruned the instant I see leaf buds and each year it 
puts on quite a show. I've read that P. barrettiae is confined to a few stations in 
the Columbia River Gorge. Is this true or is it more widespread? It's really my 
favorite among the shrubbies. 
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Jack Ferreri, Verona WI 
#8 Small Penstemon 

Oct 19, 1994 
This was a good penstemon year, and this fall I've been transplanting a number 
of younger plants to their final position in the garden. Let me give a few very 
random observations. 

I've moved a five-year-old plant of Penstemon pinifolius from where it had 
grown well but flowered poorly to a sunnier place where I'm confident I'll get 
more flowers out of it. I've also purchased another plant of P. pinifolius 
'Mersea Yellow' to tty once again. I've not had good luck with this hybrid. I 
have several seedlings of P. barbatus 'Elfin Pil)k'. I look forward to seeing 
what color I get from them. I've also transplanted a good-sized plant of 
Penstemon clutei, with thick v-e-r-y serrated leaves of a deep green color. 

Many of the younger plants have done very welL Penstemon ex 
'SchOnholzeri' looks rather like a hirsutus, although it's supposed to be the 
same as 'Firebird'. Penstemon thompsoniae looks pretty good, although I think 
I have to move it to a sunnier, drier place. P. tusharensis has clumped up nicely 
growing in my sand bed, and I'm looking for flowers in the late spring from it. 
Penstemon davidsonii var. menziesii 'Microphyllus' is rapidly becoming a 
groundcover in the raised bed where I put it. Ws doing nicely trailing down one 
of the walls. I may have to start taking cuttings as a defensive measure to keep 
it within bounds -- what a great problem to have. Another low spreader is P. 
caespitosus ssp. desertipicti -- a gray-leaved, stna11-1eaved 'Claude Barr'. 

I've transplanted a couple of plants of P. virgatus ssp. asa-greyi 
(unilatera/is), which I grew from APS seed-- narrow leaved rosettes and 18" 
flowering spikes. A white form of P. barrettiae is also sitting in a new spot; I 
grew it from seed, so I hope it's white ... it will flower next year. Also picked 
up a couple of plants of Penstemon 'Pink Holly', a real "gene omelette" of P. 
/ruticosus, P. davidsonii, P. rupico/a, and P. nIpicola 'Alba'. 

I got a number of plants from Plants of the Southwest (Agua Fria, Rt 6, 
Box I1A, Santa Fe NM 87505) this spring, and I was very happy with them. 
They had quite a list of penstemon plants: P. ambiguus, P. angustifolius, P. 
barbatus, P. buck/eyi, P. cardinalis, P. clutei, P. cobaea, P.cyananthus, P. 
eatonii, P. grandiflorus, P. james;;, P. palmeri, P. parryi, P. pinifolius, P. 
procerus, P. pseudospectabilis, P. rydberg;;, P. secundiflorus, P. spectabilis, P. 
strictus, P. thurberi, and P. whipp/eanus. They offer seed of these and quite a 
few others. Another good source is Mt. Tahoma Nursery (28111 112th Ave., 
Graham WA 98338) which offers a number of field selections which the 
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proprietor, Rick Lupp, has made: P. confertus dwarf form, P. davidsonii var. 
davidsonii 'Mt. Adams Dwarf', P. davidson;; var. menzies;; 'Tolmei Peak', P. 
jruticosus 'White Pass', P. procerus ssp. tolmiei 'Mt. Aix' and 'Pink', and 
Penstemon 'Dragontail' (p. davidson;; x P. rupicola). 

Phyllis Gustafson, Central Point OR 
#8 Small Penstemon 

Nov 27, 1994 
Since I have little news of penstemons this time of year I thought you all would 
like to hear about our trip to Turkey. My girl friend (Bonnie Brunkow) and I 
flew the first week in September to Praha and spent the next three days with 
JosefHalda and his wife Jarmila Haldova (and their family). The four of us 
then went together south through Austria, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria to 
Turkey. We had a wonderful trip in Turkey. We visited Zagana Pass, in the 
Pontic Alps of eastern Turkey; Mt. Erciyas and Ala Dag in central Turkey; and 
Mt. Olympus in Greece. Because there were fewer flowers, we did not stay as 
long in the mountains as Josef had planned. So we got to do some of the things 
Jarmila wanted. We visited Greek Orthodox monasteries, both in Bulgaria and' 
both very beautiful. The Rila Mountains are behind the Ruski Monastery and 
Josef said there are wonderful flowers there including Primula deorum. 

On the way to Greece we stopped by Troy and crossed at the Dardanelles. 
My father used to wish that he could do that so it was extra special. 

In Slovakia we visited the Muran cliffs near Tiosvic to see Daphne 
arbuscula. Josef said there are different shades of pink and that some of the 
best have been used as cuttings this year. Then they took us to the site of 
Cyclamen fatrense, the first Americans to see it in situ. Josef is the author for 
this plant. He and Jarmila mapped the area about 20 years ago and found that it 
grows in an area of 30 x 40 k. 

On the way to Prague we visited the garden of Eva Hanzlikova who 
showed us around the gardens of Milan Halada and Josef Jurasek. It was nice 
since she speaks English very well and Josef was weary of translating for us. 

I returned home to a cool garden well-watered by my sweet husband and 
things turning green after a hot, dry summer. I am now busy sorting slides for 
the talks I will give after the first of the year. 

Well, as you saw the first catalogue from Rogue House Seed has only one 
penstemon. I will try hard to have a larger number in next year -- with your 
[Ramona's) help to make sure they are all correct. As you know I am trying to 
get a commercial permit from the Forest Service to collect seed. It is the first 
time Rogue Forest has ever heard of such a thing, so I must make a list of every 
plant I might ever want to collect!! Then they will have meetings, etc. and 
discuss my proposal. I hope I can have it all done by next June. The joy of 
trying to be honest. I am enclosing a copy of my tiny catalogue and next year I 
will send separately to any of you that want one. 
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Ramona Osburn, Jacksonville OR 
#8 Small Penstemon 

Decl3,1994 
After our terrible drought last year (Sep 1, 1993 to Aug 31, 1994), we have 
been getting pretty good rains so far this rainfall season. except for December. 
Many plants expired during our sUIlltIler heat and drought. Even several kinds 
of Dianthus, which I always thought of as being drought resistant, dried up and 
died after blooming. I also lost some Penstemon, including P. hallii, P. caryi, 
P. aridus and even P. strictus, which I probably set out too late. Others either 
didn't set seed or didn't even bloom. I was sorry not to get seed of P. 
thompsoniae, since there were several people who had asked for seed. 
Fortunately I'll have a chance to replace some of the losses at the WeStern 
Study Weekend in February. And of course I can plant more seed. 

There is a gray-leaved subspecies of P. linarioides called ssp. 
coloradoensis which I like very much. I think Phyllis prefers the type plant 
with green leaves. 

There is a dwarf very blue penstemon growing higher in the Uintas. It is 
called P. compactus. Intermountain Flora gives an earlier name as P. 
cyananthus ssp. compactus. It would be a great one to get seeds of.Penstemon 
thompsoniae grows north of the Grand Canyon, which I believe is the location 
where Sally Walker collects seed. It also grows in a number of places in 
Nevada. The place I know is near the beginning of the road to the old silver 
mining town of Hamilton, off Highway SO. The soil can become quite dry in 
summer, but since the plant grows at about 7,500 ft., it does receive more 
rainfall than if it were at a lower elevation. Your climate is so muggy in 
summer that you probably should grow it in hot, full sun and as dry as possible. 

I finally obtained a plant of Penstemon 'Crystal' but no bloom yet. It is 
growing in the crevice garden Josef Halda built and seems quite happy there. 
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Note from the President 

Dale T. Lindgren 

In the last issue of the Bulletin, Ann Bartlett included an APS membership 
directory. Our numbers have increased over the last ten years, an indication of 
the interest in Penstemon. We have a diverse group of members. Some prefer 
working strictly with species, some prefer working with the hybrids, while 
other enjoy the genetics, breeding, photography, taxonomy, history, etc. We 
can't leave out the businesses that sell the plants and seeds as well as the 
institutions that do research. This diversity is an asset for maintaining a 
balanced, well-rounded organization. 

Our membership outside the United States continues to grow and, although 
we are called the "American" Penstemon Society, we are certainly an 
international organization. There are numerous individuals, couples, and 
groups from allover the world contributing to the Society and promoting 
Penstemon. All can contribute. 

Some have asked "Should the APS emphasize Penstemon species or 
hybrids?" My answer is "Both." We do need to maintain our species purity. 
This is the foundation of our society. We also need to promote hybrids. which 
are desired by many people for the home garden and for commercial 
landscapes. 

I thank everyone who helps promote theAPS. I would also invite all 
members to help the Society by providing articles for the bulletin, donating 
seed to the seed exchange, hosting penstemon meetings, participating in robins, 
or volunteering for chairpersonships. There is plenty to do. Please use your 
expertise to help our Society continue to grow. 
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1995 American Penstemon Society 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Lewiston ID & Clarkston W A 
Friday June 16 to Sunday June 18, 1995 

Ramada Inn Lewiston ID (208-799-1000) 
Room Rate $59 single or double 

Meeting Registration Fee is $10. Send to: Dee Strickler, 
192 Larch Lane, Columbia Falls MT 59912 

Bulletin oftheAmerlcanPenstemon Society Vol. 54-1 

Note from the Editor 

Jack Fen-eri 

• Regarding the list of plants sighted on the fi~ld trips at our 1994 Annual 
Meeting in Lararnie/Fort Collins, Robin Lodewick writes: 

I notice that your report and plant list dQ not list either Penstemon 
strictus or Penstemon alpinus. Everyon~ was calling the species seen 
between Walden and the lower Poudre Canyon Penstemon strictus. 
Nobody ever mentioned Penstemon alpinus (or brandegii, or glaber, 
d~nding on which of Weber's manuals one uses). I asked Beth 
Wilton about it after we got home, and {looked up and rechecked my 
drawings. She did not know a reason. SO, just for the record, I believe 
I saw one Penstemon strictus at the roadcutjust east of Walden, and 
that everything else between there and the Penstemon virgatus sites in 
the canyon was Penstemon a/pinus (jud8i,ng by anther pubescence). 
Let's hope Colorado State University at Fort Collins produces a new 
flora of Colorado, as someone told us is planned. . 

• I just wanted to share my feeling with the membership that these are 
exciting times for lovers of wild plants. A greater variety of interesting 
seed and plants are available to serious growers than ever before: the 
collectors and nurserypeople have been very busy. Better printed materials 
-- though still incomplete -- simplifY the tas1f; of identifYing plants and 
growing them successfully. Membership in $Ocieties is up, seedlists are 
growing every year, and the number of specialized societies continues to 
mount. And it's been my experience browsing through bookstores that 
there's a much greater general interest in gardening and flowers than there 
has been in a long time. The American Penstemon Society is part of this 
floral renaissance. 

Our Society has an impressive history, with some fifty years of 
expertise in penstemons both in the wild and in the garden. And our future 
holds bright promise. Through the labors of Dale Lindgren and Ellen 
Wilde, we've embarked on the creation of a Penstemon Manual, a 
comprehensive guide to Penstemon that has never existed before. 
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Obituaries 
AMELPRIEST 
Arnel Priest died in June from heart problems. I never had the privilege of 
meeting Arnel in person; but I did meet him through the robins. Arnel 
accompanied Dr. Worth in 1947 on his second trip to the west collecting 
penstemons and their seed. The story of this journey was printed in the Bulletin 
twice. ArneI, his family, and friends put the Bulletin together after Ralph 
Bennett mimeographed it. They hand-collated the pages,stapled them together, 
and mailed the Bulletin to members. In one robin Arnel wrote that, when 
putting the Bulletin together, pages were strung throughout his home and they 
put together about 500 copies by this method. 

Contributed by Betty Davenport 

BIRDIE PADAVICH 
Birdie Padavich passed away in late November from a massive stroke. Frank is 
spending the winter in Yuma. Izetta Renton, Birdie's sister, took the time to let 
me know about Birdie's passing. 

Birdie Padavich taught me a lot about penstemons and other plants. She and 
her sisters welcomed Ralph Bennett on his cross-country trips, showing him 
our NW pents. Birdie and Frank attended most of the NW meetings over the 
years. I am indebted to Birdie as she gave me all her back issues of the APS 
Bulletin, and I will be placing them in the APS Library at Nebraska sometime 
this year. Birdie made many early trips into the mountains bringing clones of 
penstemons into her garden. She shared these plants with many members. 

The back Bulletins contain many articles about both Arnel and Birdie, their 
gardens, and their trips. The penstemon world will miss both of these legendary 
members. With their deaths, much penstemon history and practical information 
has been lost. 

Contributed by Betty Davenport 

GLADYS NISBET 
Well-known to many Penstemon fans as the author of The Genus Penstemon in 
New MeXico, Gladys Nisbet died recently at the age of 99. She was a teacher of 
biology in schools in New Mexico and Arizona for 37 years and long and 
active and contributing member of the Society. She had graduated from New 
Mexico Highlands University with highest honors and received a Master's 
Degree in Biology from the University of New Mexico. After her retirement 
from teaching, she delved into the field of paleontology, particularly fossilized 
corals, and she was widely recognized for her achievements in that area. One 
species was named for her. 

Contributed by Ellen Wilde 
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Note on the Cover Phot~ 

Ellen Wilde 
Santa Fe, NM 

Where has Penstemon mensarum gone? Years ago it was in the Seed 
Exchange regularly and received rave reviews from all who grew it. It has not 
been heard of itlmany years. We hope someone will seek it out and send seed to 
the Exchange again. 

Description: 40-100 cm tall, several erect stems. Leaves entire, glabrous. 
Inflorescence glandular. Corolla dark blue, 14-18 mm, ventricose below, not 
abruptly inflated. Anthers short haired, sacs opening partially. Staminode 
included, bearded most of its length. Occurs in Mesa and Delta Counties, 
Colorado, six miles south of Redstone on Route 133, on the north slope of 
Grand Mesa and at McClure Pass, 7,200 to 9,000 feet. 

Comments: Flowers small but numerous, very good blue, not affected by 
cloudy weather in Virginia. The best and brightest blue -- Michigan. Blooms 
beautifully in Mountainview, Missouri in mid-May. 

Penstemon cyathophorus has fleshy blue-gray leaves that surround the stem 
and sky-blue to pink or white half-inch flowers that ring the stem. It is found in 
the dry, rocky sagebrush country of north -central Colorado and adjacent 
Wyoming. It is said to be an outstandingly beautiful plant, 12-15 inches tall but 
it has not been cultivated. Section Anularis. Anthers smooth, barely divaricate. 
Staminode broad, densely bearded. Someone please try and collect some seed! 
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~ 
The American 

COTIAGE GARDENER ~ 
~ A quarterly magazine for gardeners who read 
~ Exploring the cottage garden style from a 

distinctively American perspective 
~ Informative, refreshing, enviro,nmentally gentle 

U.S.$35 / year. 131 E Micbigan St, Marquette, MI 49855 

We are an organization promoting the cultivation of small perennial wild
flowers from woodland, rocky, and alpine environments. Benefits of 
membership include a beautiful colorful quarterly, a worldwide seed 
exchange offering over 5000 kinds of seed, and national and local meetings. 

Annual dues, $25, check or VIsa accepted. 

For information, please write: 
Executive Secretary, PO Box 67, Millwood, New York, 10546, USA 

NORTH AMERICAN ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY 

OG~Y MOUl)/Ol 
q.! Rare Plants ~ 

.:~7.;'i?:~~~~;:;:@.M~;:tti.!!-s;;rc.:;~"w:')" ::·: 
~~~E~;~:::~~~l:~~~;;~;~l~;~;;~;j~~ill~il!~: 

Seed of plants native to the Rocky Mountains; Penstemons a specialty 
Send $1 for Nov. Catalog to PO BOl( 200483. Denver, Colorado 80220-0483 

This space available for your advertising! 

quarter page, $25 per year 
half page, $50 per year 
full page, $100 per year 



PLANTS ,Wi'..: SOUTHWEST 
RI6 HI)\ n.\. S"I\ FI.:\" S75111 505-.t71-2112 

INVITE NATIVES INTO YOUR GARDEN -

• Penstemons for high & low altitudes 
• Stunning wildflowers 
• Native grasses, trees & shrubs 
• Spicy Southwest chile plants & seed 
• Traditional vegetables & herbs 

tOO-PAGE COLOR CATALOG, $3.50 
FREE PRICE LIST 

5",,[ Itoo (or J\~ -/, 
cat. mt! 
oyer 350 choi" r:rattye <I~ 
sped,s 1roT11 duert roaiotne ~ ,TJI 

Soutfiwc..stcm .Mztive Seet1s 
'8o,KSOj03 
1Ucson, AZ. <b703 

tones. T9l1S to UJ£i.jomia ft!onta.1Ul \ I b-: 
tc;i~gico. . 

The Colo, Slide CoUection 

The American Penstemon Society has two excellent collections of color slides for loan 
to its members and to garden clubs, at no cost except postage. The postage to you will 
be paid by the APS; the return postage, plus insurance, by you. One set of slides has 
been assembled principally to fit the needs of garden clubs and other organizations. The 
other set is for people who wish to learn the different species of penstemons and is 
designed especially to show the botanical points relied on for identification. Slide 
program cannot be sent outside the US. To request a loan, please write: 

Ellen Wilde, 110 Calle Pinonero, Santa Fe NM 87505 

The Lib,ary 

The Society has a library for use by its members. Material may be borrowed free of 
charge for two weeks, and for ten cents for two additional weeks. The Society pays the 
postage to the member, and the member pays the return postage. For a loan, please 
write: Mrs. Elizabeth Bolender, Librarian, American Penstemon Society, clo Cox 
Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, Dayton OH 45449. 

Now available from the library: 
Bulletin of the American Penstenwn SOCiety, 1946-present. 

One issue borrowed at a time. 
Studies in Penstenwn by Ralph Bennett. 

No.1, Habroanthus; No. 2, Dasanthera; No.3, Eastern Species; 
No.4, Anularius; No .. 5, Aurator. One number at a time. 

History of the American Penstenwn Society 
Manual for Beginners with Penstenwn 
The California Penstenwns by Percy C. Everett 
Bulletin of the American Rock Garden Society, special Penstenwn number 
Penstenwn in Your Garden by Glenn Viehmeyer 
The National Horticultural Magazine, special 1951 Penstenwn number 
Taxonomy in Simple Language by Ralph Bennett 
The Scrophulariaceae of Eastern Temperate North America by F.W. Pennell 

Penstemon Publications by Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 

Penstenwn Notes. 1991. Miscellaneous notes on the genus. $3 .00 
Penstenwn Field Identifier. A sketch book of about 260 species, arranged 
geographically. Postpaid (US/Canada), $12.00; overseas, $15 .00 
Penstenwn NomenclatUre. 1989. Lists all known botanical names applied to the 
genus. Postpaid (US/Canada), $4.00; overseas, $5.00 
Key to the Genus Penstenwn. Sections treated cover 271 species and 15 related species in 
five other genera. $5.00 
What is a Penstenwn? Slide show of Penstenwn. Rental; you pay for return. $5.00 
Slide program cannot be sent outside the US 

For further information, write Kenneth Lodewick, 2526 University Street, 
Eugene OR 97403. Make checks payable to Kenneth Lodewick. 
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